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other side edge, 

a containment pocket disposed generally in said crotch region, said containment 
pocket being bounded by a substantially continuous sidewall disposed about said core and 
adapted to retain exudates received in said pocket; and 

an end strip secured to each one of said front and back waist regions, said end 

strip including, 

a fixed waist section fixed intermediate said core and one of said end 
edges, said waist section including an elastic end section disposed substantially adjacent said end 
edge to form an elastic waistband on one of said front and back waist regions, and 

an elastic inward section disposed longitudinally inward of said fixed 
waist section, said inward section having a central portion substantially spaced from said 
topsheet and said absorbent core; and 

wherein [each of] said inward section[s] is secured to said end portions of said 
side walls such that said side walls are biased generally upward, said inward section[s] and said 
side walls substantially forming said continuous sidewall of said containment pocket. 

63. (Amended) A disposable absorbent article having a pair of longitudinally 
extending side edges and a pair of end edges defining a front waist region, a back waist region, 
and a crotch region located between said front and back waist regions, said article comprising: 

a topsheet layer; 

a backsheet layer; 

an absorbent core disposed between said topsheet and said backsheet; 

a containment pocket disposed generally in said crotch region and bounded by a 
substantially continuous containment wall that extends generally upwardly to retain exudates 
therein; 

a pair of tensioned regions disposed on oppositely disposed first and second sides 
of said core, said tensioned regions having a pair of oppositely disposed side portions and an 
inward edge portion spaced generally upwardly relative to said core so as to form a portion of 
said containment wall; and 
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a pair of side wall regions disposed on oppositely disposed third and fourth sides 
of said core, each of said third and fourth sides of said core being disposed between said First and 
second side of said core, and each of said side wall regions having a pair of oppositely disposed 
end portions, wherein each of said end portions of said side wall regions is secured to a side 
portion of one of said tensioned regions such that an intermediate portion of said side wall region 
is biased generally upwardly and forms a portion of said containment wall. 


Please add the following new claims: 

68. ^-^^he disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said end strip consists of said 
first secrfon, said second section, and said third section. 

69. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said first section, second 
s^tion, and third section are disposed on one continuous layer of said end strip. 

70. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein each of said first, second, 
and third sections is defined distinctly from one another. 

71. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said end strip is formed fi:-om 
a single elastic layer defined entirely by said first, second, and third sections. 

72. The disposable absorbent article of claim 71, wherein, each of said first, second, 
and third sections extends laterally to define a first lateral edge and a second lateral edge of said 
end strip. 

Abstract 

Please substitute the abstract filed with thej>ri^inal ap plica tioTi w^th t^p fnnowirig- 



A disposable absorbent article is disclosed that is partially defined by a pair of 
longitudinally extending side edges and a pair of end edges extending between the side edges, 
and includes a topsheet layer, a backsheet layer, and an absorbent core disposed between the 
topsheet and the backsheet. The disposable absorbent article also has a pair of side wall 
structures each having a pair of oppositely positioned end portions. A first side wall structure 
extends generally longitudinally between the core and one of the side edges and the other side 
wall structure extends generally longitudinally between the core and the other side edge. Further, 
an end strip constructed fi-om an elastic material is positioned substantially adjacent each one of 
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the end edges, and extends laterally between the side edges. Each of the end strips includes a 
fixed elastic end section disposed adjacent the end edge and secured to the topsheet, a fixed 
intermediate section positioned longitudinally inward of the fixed end section, and a movable, 
elastic inward section positioned longitudinally inward of the intermediate section. 
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Clean Copy of <ri giimiL- 


1. A disposable absorbent article having a pair of longitudinally extending^ side 
edges and a pair of end edges extending between said side edges, said article comprismgf 

a topsheet layer; 
a backsheet layer; 

1 an absorbent core disposed between said topsheet and said/6acksheet; and 

1 at least one end strip fixed intermediate said core andyCne of said end edges and 

extending between said side edges, said end strip including, 

a first section having generally elastic properties 

a second section disposed longitudinaJly inward of said first section, said 
second section being characterized in that said first sectioyis substantially more elastic than said 
second section, and 

a third section positioned lo^itudinally inward of said second section, 
said third section having an inward portion spac^ away from said topsheet and said absorbent 
core. 

2. The disposable absorbent^rticle of claim 1, wherein said second section is formed 
from an elastic material, said second sfection having at least one void provided therein, said void 
being adapted to substantially de-el^ticize an area of said second section adjacent said void. 

3. The disposabl/absorbent article of claim 1, wherein each of said first and second 
sections is secured to said topsheet. 

4. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said end strip is formed from 
an elastic material 

5. / The disposable absorbent article of claim 4, wherein said second section includes 
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a plurality of voids adapted to substantially de-elasticize said second section. 

6. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein saidTirst section forms a 
waistband portion. / 

7. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said first section is fixed 
along one of said end edges. / 

8. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said third section is formed 
fi-om an elastic material. / 

9. The disposable absorbent artide of claim 1, wherein said third section includes a 
pair of side portions, each side portion being disposed laterally on one side of said inward 
portion, said disposable absorbent articiyturther comprising: 

a pair of side wall structures each having a pair of oppositely positioned end 
portions, wherein a first side wall/structure is positioned between said core and one of said side 
edges and extends generally in/the longitudinal direction, and said other side wall structure is 
positioned between said core^nd said other side edge and extends generally in the longitudinal 
direction; and / 

wherein /ach of said side portions of said third section is secured to one of said 
end portions of said sixie wall structure such that an intermediate portion of each of said side wall 
structure is biased jgenerally upward. 

10. / The disposable absorbent article of claim 9, wherein said third section is formed 
fi'om an elastic material. 
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/ 11. The disposable absorbent article of claim 9, further comprising a containment 
pocket having a depth dimension and bounded by a substantially continuous containment wall 
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disposed about said core, said intermediate portions of said side wall structures and said inward 
sections of said third sections of said end strips being disposed to define, at least partigflly, said 
containment wall. / 

12. The disposable absorbent article of claim 11, wherein said/aepth dimension is 
defined as a vertical distance between an average elevation of an inwara edge of said inward 
portion and an average elevation of a top surface of said core, said deptn dimension being greater 
than about 1/4". / 

13. The disposable absorbent article of claim ylz, wherein said depth dimension is 
between about 3/4" and about 2". / 

14. The disposable absorbent article yof claim 9, wherein an intermediate portion of 
each of said side edges extending generally parallel with said core is biased upwardly through 
engagement with said side portions of saicr third sections to form, at least partially, one of said 
side wall structures. / 

15. The disposable a^orbent article of claim 9, wherein said side wall structure 
includes a portion of said topsjreet and at least one elastic member secured thereto. 

16. The disposable absorbent article of claim 9, wherein said first and second sections 
are fixed to said topsjleet, and said third section extends upwardly fi-om said topsheet and said 
core, and wherein said first and third sections are substantially elastic, and said second section is 
substantially inelafstic. 

17. / The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said article has a fi*ont waist 
region, a/oack waist region longitudinally spaced fi*om said fi-ont waist region, and a crotch 
region located between said front waist region and said back waist region, said core being 
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disposed generally in said crotch region, said article further comprising an earj:egi6n extending 
laterally on each side of each of said front waist region and said backj^vd^region, said end strip 
extending substantially laterally into two of said ear regions^.^-^"^^^ 

18. The disposable absor^jsfifarticle of claim 1, wherein said article has a front waist 
region and a back waist regi^ja-^gach defined partially by one of said end edges, and wherein said 
end strip is constructe^ktfom an elastic material and is secured to said topsheet so as to provide 
tension across qp^f said waist regions. 
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19. A disposable absorbent 
edges and a pair of end edges extending 

a topsheet layer; 

^ a backsheet layer; 


article having a pair of longitudinally extending side 
between said side edges, said article comprising: 


an absorbent core disposed 

a pair of side walls, each 
end portions and an intermediate portic^n 
positioned generally between said core 
longitudinal direction, and said other side 
other side edge and extends generally in 

a pair of end strips, each 
core and one of said end edges, and e: 
including an elastic inward section spacec 
inward section having a pair of side port 
of one of said side walls, such that said 


between said topsheet and said backsheet; 

said side walls having a pair of oppositely positioned 
disposed therebetween, wherein a first side wall is 
one of said side edges and extends generally in the 
wall is positioned generally between said core and said 
longitudinal direction; and 

said end strips being fixed generally intermediate said 
xt^nding between said side edges, each of said end strips 
away fi-om said topsheet and said absorbent core, each 
ions, each side portion being secured to an end portion 
walls are biased generally upwardly. 


3f ! 


and 


the 


of; 
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20. The disposable absorbent 
pocket bounded by a substantially 
side walls and said elastic inward 
containment wall. 


21. The disposable absorbent 
further includes a fixed end section fixed 


22, The disposable absorbent 
substantially elastic. 

23. The disposable absorbent 
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article of claim 19, further comprising a containment 
contiiliuous containment wall disposed about said core, said 
secttons being disposed to form, at least partially, said 


article of claim 20, wherein each of said end strips 
substantially adjacent one of said end edges. 

article of claim 21, wherein said fixed end section is 


article of claim 22, wherein each of said end strips 
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further includes an intermediate section disposed 
section, said intermediate section being subst intially 


24. The disposable absorbent article 
formed from an elastic material, said intermediate 
substantially de-elasticize said intermediate slection 


25. The disposable absorbent artilcle 
each of said side edges extending generally 
with said side portions of said elastic inwaijd 
least partially, one of said sidewalls. 


26. The disposable absorbent artic|le 
a portion of said topsheet and at least one elastic 


27. The disposable absorbent artjcle 
dimension defined as an average vertical distance 
and an average elevation of said core, said dejpth 


between said inward section and said fixed end 
inelastic. 


of claim 23, wherein each of said end strips is 
section having a plurality of voids adapted to 


of claim 20, wherein an intermediate portion of 
parallel with said core is disposed in engagement 
sections so as to be biased upwardly to form, at 


of claim 20, wherein said side walls is formed by 
member secured thereto. 


of claim 20, wherein said pocket has a depth 
between an inward edge of said inward section 
dimension being greater than about Vi". 


28. The disposable absorbent article of claim 27, wherein said depth dimension is 
between about 3/4" and about 2". 


29, The disposable absorbent article of claim 19, wherein said end strip includes a 
fixed end section that is substantially elastic, said end section being fixed at a location 
intermediate one of said end edges and said clastic inward section. 


30. The disposable absorbent article of claim 29, wherein said fixed end section is 
disposed substantially adjacent one of said end edges to form an elastic waistband portion. 
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31. The disposable absorbent article of claim 29, wherein each of said end strips 
further includes an intermediate section disposed between said fixed end section and said elastic 


inward section, said intermediatp 
substantially more elastic than sa 


section being characterized in that said fixed end section is 
d intermediate section. 


32. The disposable abjporbent article of claim 31, wherein each of said end strips is 
formed fi'om an elastic material. 

33. The disposable abs orbent article of claim 32, wherein said intermediate section 
includes a plurality of voids adaptesd to substantially de-elasticize said intermediate section. 

34. The disposable absc rbent article of claim 31, wherein said intermediate section is 
fixed to said topsheet. 


35. The disposable absorbent article of claim 19, wherein said end strip further 
includes an affixation section disposed intermediate one of said end edges and said inward 
section, said affixation section affixing said end strip to said topsheet, and wherein said inward 
section is substantially more elastic than said affixation section. 

36. The disposable absorbent article of claim 35, wherein said end strip is formed 
fi'om an elastic material, said fixed section having a plurality of voids provided therein, said 
voids adapted to substantially de-elasticize said fixed section. 

37. The disposable absorbent article of claim 19, wherein said article defines a front 
waist region adjacent one of said end edges, a back waist region adjacent said other end edge, 
and a crotch region located between said front waist region and said back waist region, said core 
being disposed in said crotch region, said article further comprising an ear region extending 
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laterally from each side of each of said front waist region and said back waist region, each one of 
said end strips extending Nsubstantially laterally into one of said ear regions. 
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38. A disposable absorbent /article having a pair of longitudinally extending side 
edges and a pair of end edges defining a front waist region, a back waist region, and a crotch 
region located between said front and bjack waist regions, said article comprising: 

a topsheet layer; 

a backsheet layer; 

an absorbent core disp6sed between said topsheet and said backsheet; and 

a containment pockei having a depth dimension, said pocket being disposed 
generally in said crotch region and Hounded by a substantially continuous containment wall that 
extends generally upwardly from said topsheet to retain exudates therein, said containment wall 
having at least two elastic wall sections and at least two intermediate wall sections, each 
intermediate wall section being disposed between one elastic wall section and another elastic 
wall section; and 

wherein each of said elastic wall sections has a central portion and oppositely 
disposed side portions and each of said intermediate wall sections has oppositely disposed end 
portions, each of said side portion ; of said elastic wall sections being secured to an end portion 


of one of said intermediate wall 
generally upwardly. 


39. The disposable ablsorbent 
secured generally to each one of 
section spaced away from said 
forming said elastic wall sections 


sections such that said intermediate wall sections are biased 


article of claim 38, further comprising an end strip 
said waist regions, said end strip including an elastic inward 
topsheet and said absorbent core, said elastic inward sections 
of said containment wall. 


40. The disposable absorbent article of claim 39, wherein each of said end strips 


includes a fixed end section fixec 


substantially adjacent one of said end edges. 


41. The disposable at|sorbent article of claim 40, wherein said fixed end section is 
substantially elastic. 
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42. The disposable absorbent article of claim 41, wherein said fixed end section is 
disposed substantially adjacent one of said end edges to form an elastic waistband portion. 


43. The disposable absorbent 

end strips further includes an intermediate 
and said fixed end section, said intermed 


article of claim 41, wherein each of said 

section disposed between said inward section 


44. The disposable absorbent 
formed from an elastic material, said 
therein, said voids being adapted to substlantially 


article of claim 43, wherein each of said end strips is 
intermediate section having a plurality of voids provided 
de-elasticize said intermediate section. 


45. The disposable article of ilaim 
an elastic material, said end strip fiirtjier 
elasticized. 


46, The disposable absorbent 
each of said side edges extending gene: 
with said side portions of said elastic will 
partially, one of said intermediate wall sections 


ate section being substantially inelastic. 


39, wherein each of said end strips is formed from 
including a fixed section that is substantially de- 


article of claim 38, wherein an intermediate portion of 
ally parallel with said core is disposed in engagement 
sections so as to be biased upwardly to form, at least 


47. The disposable absorbenjt 
section is formed by a portion of said top|shi 


48. The disposable absorbent 
dimension defined as an average vertical 
and an average elevation of a top surface 
about V2\ 
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article of claim 38, wherein said intermediate wall 
leet and at least one elastic member secured thereto. 


article of claim 38, wherein said pocket has a depth 
distance between an inward edge of said inward section 
of said core, said depth dimension being greater than 
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49. The disposable abporbent article of claim 38, wherein said depth dimension is 
between about V2" and about 4'*. 


50. The disposable ab 
between about 3/4" and about 2". 


51. The disposable 
are formed from a substantially 


orbent article of claim 38, wherein said depth dimension is 


absorbent article of claim 38, wherein said elastic wall sections 
elkstic material. 


52. The disposable absorbent article of claim 51, wherein said elastic wall section is 
distinct from said topsheet. 

53. The disposable absDrbent article of claim 38, wherein each of said elastic wall 
sections is formed, at least partially^, by a portion of said topsheet. 

^54. A disposable absorbent article having a pair of longitudinally extending side 
edges and\ pair of end edges defining a front waist region, a back waist region, and a crotch 
region, said article comprising: 

a wsmsheet layer; 

a bacK^eet layer; 

an absorb^t core disposed between said topsheet and said backsheet; 

a pair of side walls, each side wall having oppositely disposed end portions, 
wherein one of said side walls\xtends generally longitudinally between said core and one of said 
side edges and said other side wall extends generally longitudinally between said core and said 
other side edge, \ 

a containment pocket disposed generally in said crotch region, said containment 
pocket being bounded by a substanti^y continuous sidewall disposed about said core and 
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adapted to retain exudates received in said pocket; and 

ah end strip secured to each one of said front and back waist regions, said end 
strip including, \ 

\ a fixed waist section fixed intermediate said core and one of said end 
edges, said waist section including an elastic end section disposed substantially adjacent said end 
edge to form an elasticV^aistband on one of said front and back waist regions, and 

anNelastic inward section disposed longitudinally inward of said fixed 
waist section, said inwara section having a central portion substantially spaced fi-om said 
topsheet and said absorbent cVe; and 

wherein said inward section is secured to said end portions of said side walls such 
that said side walls are biased generally upward, said inward section and said side walls 
substantially forming said continuous, sidewall of said containment pocket. 

55. The disposable absorbei^article of claim 54, wherein each of said side portions is 
secured to one of said end portions of s^ side walls to apply a contractile force between said 
side walls. 

56. The disposable absorbent articJe of claim 55, wherein each of said side walls 
includes a portion of said topsheet and at least one elastic member secured thereto, 

57. The disposable absorbent article of olaim 56, wherein an intermediate portion of 
each of said side edges extending generally parallel with said core is biased generally upwardly 
to form, at least partially, said side walls. \ 

58. The disposable absorbent article of claim 55l wherein each of said end strips is 
distinct fi-om said topsheet and is formed fi-om an elastic material. 

59. The disposable absorbent article of claim 58, wh^ein said fixed waist section 
fiirther includes an intermediate section disposed between said emstic end section and said 
inward section, said intermediate section having a plurality of voids provided therein adapted to 
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substantially de-elkstjcize said intermediate section. 


60. The disposable ab^bent article of claim 54, wherein said pocket has a depth 
dimension defined as an average vertibd distance between an inward edge of said inward section 
n and an average elevation of a top surface ot^aid core, said depth dimension being between about 
'/2" and \v about 4". 
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61. )^ disposable absorbent article having a pair of longitudinally extending side 
edges and a pairW end edges defining a front waist region, a back waist region, and a crotch 
region, said article opmprising: 

a topsnfeet layer; 

a backshefet layer; 

\ an absorbent core disposed between said topsheet and said 
backsheet; \ 

a containment pWket disposed generally in said crotch region, said containment 
pocket being bounded by a substWially continuous peripheral wall disposed about said core and 
adapted to retain exudates receivecKin said pocket 

a pair of side walls eaVh having a pair of oppositely disposed end portions, one of 
said side walls extending generally longitudinally between said core and one of said side edges 
and said other side wall extending generally longitudinally between said core and said other side 
edge, wherein each of said side walls includes an intermediate portion of each of said side edges 
that extends generally parallel with said core and at least one elastic member secured to said 
topsheet; and \ 

an end strip secured to each pne of said front and back waist regions, said end 
strip being formed from an elastic material and\including, 

an elastic end section fixed to said topsheet at a location substantially 
adjacent said end edge to form an elastic waistband on one of said front and back waist regions, 

a substantially non-elastic intermediate section extending inwardly from 
said elastic end section, said intermediate section\being fixed to said topsheet and having a 
plurality of voids provided therein, said voids beingy adapted to substantially de-elasticize said 
intermediate section, and \ 

an elastic inward section extending longitudinally inward of said 
intermediate section, said inward section having a central\portion substantially spaced away from 
said topsheet and said absorbent core; and \ 

wherein each of said inward sections is secured to said end portions of said side 
walls to apply a contractile force between said side walls and Vuch that said side walls are biased 
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generally upward, said\nward sections and said side walls substantially forming said peripheral 
wall of said containment pocket. 


62. The disposable absorbent article of claim 61, wherein said pocket has a depth 
dimension defined as an average vertical distance between an inward edge of said inward section 
and an average elevation of a top surface of said core, said depth dimension being between about 
!/2" and about 4". 

63. A disposable absorbent article having a pair of longitudinally extending side 
edges and a pair of end edges defining a fi-ont waist region, a back waist region, and a crotch 
region located between said fi-ont and back waist regions, said article comprising: 

a topsheet layer; 

a backsheet layer; 

an absorbent core disposed between said topsheet and said backsheet; 

a containment pocket disposed generally in said crotch region and bounded by a 
substantially continuous containment wall that extends generally upwardly to retain exudates 
therein; 

a pair of tensioned regions disposed on oppositely disposed first and second sides 
of said core, each of said third and fourth sides of said core being disposed between said first and 
second side of said core, and said tensioned regions having a pair of oppositely disposed side 
portions and an inward edge portion spaced generally upwardly relative to said core so as to form 
a portion of said containment wall; and 

a pair of side wall regions disposed on oppositely disposed third and fourth sides 
of said core, each of said side wall regions having a pair of oppositely disposed end portions, 
wherein each of said end portions of said side wall regions is secured to a side portion of one of 
said tensioned regions such that an intermediate portion of said side wall region is biased 
generally upwardly and forms a portion of said containment wall. 


64. The disposable absorbent article of claim 63, wherein each of said tensioned 
regions includes a portion of said topsheet. 
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65. The disposable absorbent article of claim 63, wherein each of said tensioned 
regions is located in one of said front and back waist regions, and each of said side wall regions 
includes a portion of said side edges. 

66. The disposable absorbent article of claim 65, fiarther comprising an elastic end 
strip disposed intermediate said core and one of said end edges and extending laterally between 
said side edges, said end strip including, 

an elastic first section disposed substantially adjacent said end edge, 

a de-elasticized second section disposed longitudinally inward of said first 
section, said second section including a plurality of voids provided therein to substantially de- 
elasticize said second section, and 

an elastic third section positioned longitudinally inward of said second 
section, said third section including said tensioned region. 

67. The disposable absorbent article of claim 66, wherein said containment pocket has 
a depth dimension of between about 3/4" and about 2", said depth dimension being a vertical 
distance between a top edge of said inward edge portion and an average elevation of a top 
surface of said core. 

68. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said end strip consists of said 
first section, said second section, and said third section. 

69. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said first section, second 
section, and third section are disposed on one continuous layer of said end strip. 

70. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein each of said first, second, 
and third sections defined distinctly from one another. 
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71. The disposable absorbent article of claim 1, wherein said end strip is formed from 
a single elastic layer and is defined entirely by said first, second, and third sections, 

72. The disposable absorbent article of claim 71, wherein, each of said first, second, 
and third sections extends laterally to define a first lateral edge and a second lateral edge of said 
end strip. 
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